
    
    
        




    


    




    




            
                
            

            Skip to Main Content

    








    
        

    
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    


    


    
        



        
            [image: Oxford Academic]
        


                
            
            
                Journals
            

            
                Books
            


    

 
    

            	
                    
                        Search Menu
                    
                
	
            
                [image: Information]
            
        
	
        
            [image: Account]
        
    
	
                    
                        Menu
                    
                
	
            
                [image: Information]
            
        
	
        
            [image: Account]
        
    



            
                

            

        

    



    
    
        



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            French Studies
This issue
Society for French Studies Journals
Arts and Humanities
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Mobile Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    





        

    

   
    


    	

                
                    Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    More Content
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Advance articles
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editor's Choice
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Publish
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Author Guidelines
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submit
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access
                
            
        
	

                
                    5 reasons to submit
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Purchase
                
            
        
	

                
                    Alerts
                
            
        
	

                
                    About
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    About French Studies
                
            
        
	

                
                    Publisher's Books for Review
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editorial Board
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advertising and Corporate Services
                
            
        
	

                
                    Journals Career Network
                
            
        
	

                
                    Self-Archiving Policy
                
            
        
	

                
                    Dispatch Dates
                
            
        
	

                
                    Terms and Conditions
                
            
        
	

                
                    Contact the Society for French Studies
                
            
        



        
	
            Journals on Oxford Academic
        
	
            Books on Oxford Academic
        


    





    
        
                
                    Society for French Studies Journals
                

                            
                    [image: French Studies]
                

            
                    
                            
                                [image: Society for French Studies]
                            
                                            
            
 
        

    


    
        


    	

                
                    Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    More Content
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Advance articles
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editor's Choice
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Publish
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Author Guidelines
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submit
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access
                
            
        
	

                
                    5 reasons to submit
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Purchase
                
            
        
	

                
                    Alerts
                
            
        
	

                
                    About
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    About French Studies
                
            
        
	

                
                    Publisher's Books for Review
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editorial Board
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advertising and Corporate Services
                
            
        
	

                
                    Journals Career Network
                
            
        
	

                
                    Self-Archiving Policy
                
            
        
	

                
                    Dispatch Dates
                
            
        
	

                
                    Terms and Conditions
                
            
        
	

                
                    Contact the Society for French Studies
                
            
        



        


        
            
                Close



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            French Studies
This issue
Society for French Studies Journals
Arts and Humanities
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    




                Advanced Search

            
            Search Menu

    





    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
    



        
        

 
    



    
            
                
                    

                    




    
        Article Navigation
    

    
        
            Close mobile search navigation
        
        Article Navigation

        
    
        


    
    
        
                [image: Issue Cover]
        

        
            

                        Volume 65

                        Issue 1




            

            
January 2011            

            
        

    

 
    


            

            

    
        	
            < Previous
        
	
            Next >
        

 
    


        

    







    
    
        
            Article Navigation
        
    




    
        
            Article Navigation
        
    




    
    
        

    

    
        
            Journal Article
                    



    
                
                    
                        Reading in Proust's ‘À la recherche’: ‘le délire de la lecture’
                    



    Get access
    [image: Arrow]
                

Reading in Proust's ‘À la recherche’: ‘le délire de la lecture’
. By Adam Watt. (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs). Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009. viii + 194 pp. Hb £61.00.
                
                    
                                




                                    Áine Larkin

                                    

    
        
    Áine Larkin



    


    
        University College London


    


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                

                    

                



        
            French Studies, Volume 65, Issue 1, January 2011, Pages 117–118, https://doi.org/10.1093/fs/knq239

        

        
            
                Published:

                01 January 2011

            

                    

            

    






 
    

    
         
    



        
            
                
                    	
                            
                                
                                
                                    Views

                                    
                                

                            
                            


                                
	
                                    Article contents
                                
	
                                    Figures & tables
                                
	
                                    Video
                                
	
                                    Audio
                                
	
                                    Supplementary Data
                                


                        


                        	
    
        
    
    Cite



    Cite

        
            Áine Larkin,  Reading in Proust's ‘À la recherche’: ‘le délire de la lecture’, French Studies, Volume 65, Issue 1, January 2011, Pages 117–118, https://doi.org/10.1093/fs/knq239

        


    
        
            
            
            Select Format
            Select format
.ris (Mendeley, Papers, Zotero)
.enw (EndNote)
.bibtex (BibTex)
.txt (Medlars, RefWorks)


            Download citation
        

    


    Close


 
    


                        
	
    
            
        
            
                Permissions Icon
            
            Permissions
        
    

 
    


                        
	
        
            Share Icon
            
                Share
                
            
        
        	
        Facebook
    
	
        Twitter
    
	
        LinkedIn
    
	
        Email
    


    


                    
    
        





    
    
        



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            French Studies
This issue
Society for French Studies Journals
Arts and Humanities
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Mobile Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    





        

    

   
    

    







    
        

        
            
                Close



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            French Studies
This issue
Society for French Studies Journals
Arts and Humanities
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    




                Advanced Search

            
            Search Menu

    





 
    


                    

                

            

            
    
        
    





            Extract

            
                This excellent book, which traces the significance of scenes in Proust's novel in which texts are read, offers a nuanced and wholly convincing study of the cumulative effects of this acquired, and yet in many ways ungovernable, skill for the Proustian narrator in particular, but also, ultimately, for all readers. In so doing, it successfully draws together many strands of Proust research, providing a wide-ranging and discriminating picture of current activity in Proust studies in the UK, the US, and France. The central idea of the importance of the act of reading is interrogated with care and assurance, and a compelling case is made for the uncertainty and instability of the reading encounter. The book follows the structure of À la recherche du temps perdu, moving from Du côté de chez Swann in the first chapter to Le Temps retrouvé in the last. Each of the five chapters is coherently built around close, insightful analysis of particular, occasionally overlooked, episodes from the novel, and, where often explored scenes are discussed, they are handled with inspiring freshness. Having identified what he defines in Freudian terms as the ‘primal scenes’ of reading in the Proustian narrative, scenes where books emerge both as concrete material objects and conduits for the highly unstable, multi-sensory activity that is reading, Watt proceeds to trace how the narrator develops his ability to read by engaging (with varying degrees of success) with a range of texts, such as Bergotte's novels, a letter inviting him to a dinner party, his own article in Le Figaro. The narrator's models of good and bad reading practice — Swann, Elstir, Norpois, Mlle Vinteuil's lover, the Goncourt pastiche — are explored in the third chapter, which points up the heady instability of reading and its catalytic quality on one's powers of observation in social life and in relation to the self. The treatment of ‘délire’ in the fourth chapter is masterly. Based on a sensitive, perceptive engagement with the idea of (mis)reading as an act that has the potential to ‘stray into the text’ (p. 103) and so produce temporary interpretative delirium in the reader, this perspective on Proust's work proves richly rewarding in Watt's hands. Addressing the connection between reading and creative writing for Proust, acts both bound up with translation, the final chapter underlines the fundamental roles of vision and time in and for all such interpretative and creative processes. This lucid, elegantly written book is an important contribution to Proust studies. A considered, keen meditation on the complexities of the act of reading written texts, it is in itself a pleasure to peruse.
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