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                For this most complete study of the French pastourelle in recent memory, Geri Smith has revised her 1998 University of Pennsylvania doctoral thesis to impressive advantage. Her introduction discusses previous attempts to define this complex, misunderstood genre, suggesting that, particularly in early pastourelle interpretations, the predominantly male critical voice governed modern reading of these texts just as the male poetic voice did their appreciation by medieval audiences — although the medieval authors, one gleans from Smith, were arguably more ingenious. Chapter1 surveys the foundational thirteenth-century pastourelle's structure and socioliterary context, revealing the gender–class power relationship between sexually predatory knight and helpless shepherdess as less predictable than the stereotypical aristocratic male's rustic rape fantasy. Each of the ensuing chapters closely examines a major author, ranging from about 1275 to 1403: Adam de la Halle, Jean Froissart, and Christine de Pizan. Chapter 3 analyses how, in Adam's innovative pastourelle rendering for the theatre (Jeu de Robin et Marion) — a shift from lyric page to centre stage — the shepherdess's persona benefits: Marion not only resists but even subverts the knight's authority by sheer verbal prowess. Froissart's examples (Chapter 4) return us to lyric, but this time marked by the chronicler's consciousness: for him, the pastoral domain affords a new avenue for sociohistorical commentary. Though a true courtier, he displays unusual sympathy for the poor and powerless. Froissart genuinely attempts, at least once (pastourelle 8), to tell the abandoned shepherdess's side of the story, thereby promoting her to courtly lady. But in ‘gentrifying’ the genre, he has also deprived the female voice of her new-found, verbally confident autonomy so striking in Adam's Marion — because of Froissart's dedication to praising and preserving the old chivalric order. Christine de Pizan (Chapter 5), though sharing many of Froissart's conservative views, in Dit de la pastoure elegantly yet trenchantly everts the structure of this genre's inherent debasement of women, focusing not merely on the woman's side as a kindly aristocratic matron, but as the shepherdess herself, based on shared gender and lived misfortune. Also like Christine, however, poor Marote and her confidante Lorete are remarkably learned and articulate: love's losers, yet poetry's victors. Smith rightly situates each author's pastourelles within his or her entire œuvre to highlight continuities and departures. If, in emphasizing each author's deliberate generic transformation and hybridization as subtexts to the poems themselves, she especially reflects the influence of her mentor, Kevin Brownlee, she carefully incorporates all other scholarship too, with admirable balance, while contributing abundant original insight, whether in broad assessment or nuanced detail. Smith's readable, engaging style exhibits critical and theoretical precision without obfuscating jargon. Other virtues: meticulous, though non-cumbersome, footnotes and a very complete bibliography. The otherwise useful index lacks key topics such as ‘clothing’, ‘feminism’, or ‘rape’, which merit entries; except for ‘Delaney’ instead of Delany, no other errors were detected.
    
    
         
    


            
            




        


        


        

    








 
    

    
        
    
                
                    Issue Section:

                        Reviews
                


    



 
    

    
        
 
    


                    
                        You do not currently have access to this article.
                    

                

                
                    Download all slides
                

                    
         
    


                
    
        

 
    

    
         
    


                

            

        


            
                

    
        
    
        
            
                    Sign in


                    
                        [image: Information]
                        Get help with access
                    
            

        


            

            


        
    
            Personal account


    	Sign in with email/username & password
	Get email alerts
	Save searches
	Purchase content
	Activate your purchase/trial code



            
                    
                    Sign in
                    [image: Arrow]

                
                                    Register
            

    


    
    Institutional access


    	
            
                Sign in through your institution
                [image: Arrow]

            
        
	
                Sign in with a library card
                            Sign in with username/password
                              Recommend to your librarian
        


        Institutional account management

        Sign in as administrator



        



    

        Get help with access


        Institutional access


        
            Access to content on Oxford Academic is often provided through institutional subscriptions and purchases. If you are a member of an institution with an active account, you may be able to access content in one of the following ways:
        


        IP based access


        
            Typically, access is provided across an institutional network to a range of IP addresses. This authentication occurs automatically, and it is not possible to sign out of an IP authenticated account.
        


        Sign in through your institution


        
            Choose this option to get remote access when outside your institution. Shibboleth/Open Athens technology is used to provide single sign-on between your institutionâ€™s website and Oxford Academic.
        


        	Click Sign in through your institution.
	Select your institution from the list provided, which will take you to your institution's website to sign in.
	When on the institution site, please use the credentials provided by your institution. Do not use an Oxford Academic personal account.
	Following successful sign in, you will be returned to Oxford Academic.


        
            If your institution is not listed or you cannot sign in to your institutionâ€™s website, please contact your librarian or administrator.
        


        Sign in with a library card


        
            Enter your library card number to sign in. If you cannot sign in, please contact your librarian.
        


        Society Members


        
            Society member access to a journal is achieved in one of the following ways:
        


        Sign in through society site


        
            Many societies offer single sign-on between the society website and Oxford Academic. If you see â€˜Sign in through society siteâ€™ in the sign in pane within a journal:
        


        	Click Sign in through society site.
	When on the society site, please use the credentials provided by that society. Do not use an Oxford Academic personal account.
	Following successful sign in, you will be returned to Oxford Academic.



        
            If you do not have a society account or have forgotten your username or password, please contact your society.
        


        Sign in using a personal account


        
            Some societies use Oxford Academic personal accounts to provide access to their members. See below.
        


        Personal account


        
            A personal account can be used to get email alerts, save searches, purchase content, and activate subscriptions.
        

        
            Some societies use Oxford Academic personal accounts to provide access to their members.
        


        Viewing your signed in accounts


        
            Click the account icon in the top right to:
        


        	View your signed in personal account and access account management features.
	View the institutional accounts that are providing access.



        Signed in but can't access content


        
            Oxford Academic is home to a wide variety of products. The institutional subscription may not cover the content that you are trying to access. If you believe you should have access to that content, please contact your librarian.
        


        Institutional account management


        
            For librarians and administrators, your personal account also provides access to institutional account management. Here you will find options to view and activate subscriptions, manage institutional settings and access options, access usage statistics, and more.
        


    

    
        Close access help modal
    




    



 
    



    
            
        Purchase

            
                Subscription prices and ordering for this journal            
            
    
            
                Purchasing options for books and journals across Oxford Academic
            


            
                Short-term Access


                    
                        
                            To purchase short-term access, please sign in to your personal account above.
                        

                        
                            Don't already have a personal account? Register
                        

                    


                The Medieval French Pastourelle Tradition: Poetic Motivations and Generic Transformations - 24 Hours access
                
                        
                            EUR €51.00
                        

                        
                            GBP £44.00
                        

                        
                            USD $55.00
                        

                

                
            


    



    
        Rental

        
            
                [image: Read this now at DeepDyve]
            

            
                This article is also available for rental through DeepDyve.
            

        

    

 
    


                

            

    




    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    

 

    

 

    

    
        



        


    
            
                Citations

                    
    
        

 
    


                    

                            

                    
                Views

                
                    59

                

            

                    
                    Altmetric

                    
    
            
    

         
 
    


                    



            

                    
                
                    [image: Information]
                    More metrics information
                
            

    




                
                    




    
            Metrics


            
                
                    
                        Total Views
                        59
                    

                    
                        
                            42
                            Pageviews
                        

                        
                            17
                            PDF Downloads
                        

                                            

                

                Since 11/1/2016

            


            
            
                


                
                    	Month:	Total Views:
	November 2016	1
	December 2016	2
	February 2017	1
	March 2017	1
	April 2017	1
	August 2017	2
	March 2018	1
	May 2018	1
	September 2018	1
	November 2018	2
	December 2018	1
	April 2019	2
	September 2019	3
	October 2019	2
	February 2020	3
	March 2020	4
	July 2020	1
	August 2020	1
	October 2020	1
	November 2020	3
	December 2020	2
	January 2021	1
	June 2021	1
	September 2021	3
	December 2021	2
	February 2022	3
	March 2022	2
	April 2022	3
	May 2022	1
	November 2022	1
	March 2023	1
	April 2023	2
	September 2023	1
	October 2023	1
	April 2024	1


                

            



        
            Citations

                
    
        

 
    


                    Powered by Dimensions
                

                    



        
            Altmetrics

            

    
            
    

         
 
    

            

        






    

                        ×
                    

                

        


 
    

    
        
    
        Email alerts

                
                    Article activity alert
                

                
                    New issue alert
                

                    
                Receive exclusive offers and updates from Oxford Academic
            

        
            

            
                
            
        

    

 
    

    
            


 
    

    
        
    Citing articles via

    
                    
                Google Scholar
            

            


 
    

    
            	
                
                    Latest
                

            
	
                
                    Most Read
                

            
	
                
                    Most Cited
                

            


        






    




            
                    


    


    



        
Les Traductrices françaises de la Renaissance: ‘ethos’ et discours paratextuel (1521–1568). Par Pierre-Emmanuel Roy    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
The Cambridge Companion to Montesquieu. Edited by Keegan Callanan and Sharon R. Krause    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
The Zombie in Contemporary French Caribbean Fiction. By Lucy Swanson    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
Reimagining the Human in Contemporary French Science Fiction. By Christina Lord    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
Louis-Sébastien Mercier, Two Shakespeare Adaptations: ‘Le Vieillard et ses trois filles’ and ‘Timon d’Athènes’. Edited by Joseph Harris    



 






        
            
        






                    

            





        
        
        
        
        
 
    

    
            
        More from Oxford Academic

            
                Arts and Humanities
            


            
                Books
            

            
                Journals
            

    

 
    


    




    



    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    













                

            
    


        
        


        
            


    
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

                    
                close advertisement
            
    


 
    


    


    
            
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    


    



    



    	
    About French Studies

	
    Editorial Board

	
    Author Guidelines

	
    Contact the Society for French Studies

	
    Facebook


	
    Twitter

	
    Purchase

	
    Recommend to Your Library

	
    Advertising and Corporate Services

	
    Journals Career Network







        
            

    [image: French Studies]
                        


        
            	Online ISSN 1468-2931
	Print ISSN 0016-1128
	Copyright © 2024 Society for French Studies


        



    


 
    


    
        
    
        



    
    



	About Oxford Academic
	Publish journals with us
	University press partners
	What we publish
	New features 





	Authoring
	Open access
	Purchasing
	Institutional account management
	Rights and permissions





	Get help with access
	Accessibility
	Contact us
	Advertising
	Media enquiries





	Oxford University Press
	News
	Oxford Languages
	University of Oxford





Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford. It furthers the University's objective of excellence in research, scholarship, and education by publishing worldwide

[image: Oxford University Press]






	Copyright © 2024 Oxford University Press
	Cookie settings
	Cookie policy
	Privacy policy
	Legal notice










 
    


        

    

    

    


        








    



    
        
    

    Close




    
        

    

    Close






    
        This Feature Is Available To Subscribers Only

        Sign In or Create an Account

    

    Close




    This PDF is available to Subscribers Only

    View Article Abstract & Purchase Options
    
        For full access to this pdf, sign in to an existing account, or purchase an annual subscription.

    

    Close


 
    


    







    
    














    
    
    
        
            [image: Scholarly IQ]
        











    


    
    
    
    

    



    

    
    




    

    
            

 
    


    




        
    

