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                Beneath the surface of a contented realm, Georgia Cowart reveals how separate systems of royal image-making operated in an interdependent, and at times oppositional, fashion in the festive spectacles of seventeenth-century France. While the author acknowledges previous research on the staging of Louis XIV's power, she deftly points out the need to treat music and dance as critical components of understanding the arts of spectacle. Her book emphasizes the importance of the peripheral divertissements of court ballet, comedy-ballet, opera, and opera-ballet. The first two chapters focus on court ballets, celebrating a vision of the court as a utopia of pleasure and serving as an icon of an aristocratic class. Cowart brings new insight to works by Isaac de Benserade and Jean-Baptiste Lully through analysis of dance and music, examining the function of the ballet à entrées as well as the role of dactylic rhythms, vocal airs, and ensembles. She shows how creators of ballet and music enjoyed a close relationship with the king, providing opportunities for artistic and political advancement, and uses Lully's solo performance of Orpheus as a case in point. Cowart adeptly explores the relationship of Louis XIV's court ballet to comedy-ballet in a chapter on ‘Muses of Satire’. She views the court ballet as an important artistic and ideological model profoundly influencing the conception of the new genre of comedy-ballet, which both absorbed and reacted to its conventions. By studying song and dance, Cowart reveals how a comedy-ballet like Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme uses burlesque as a means of reversing the content of the court ballet, offering a new social and political construct. She interprets this play as a parody of Louis XIV's Ballet des Muses. The following chapter takes us to the Paris Opéra in the late seventeenth century. Cowart argues that the new opera, like the comedy-ballet of Lully and Molière, carefully negotiated the tastes of its dual audience by balancing praise and pleasure, tragedy and pastoral, heroism and gallantry. She traces how the playwright Philippe Quinault in his collaboration with Lully created a craze for opera. Cowart skilfully turns our attention to a resurgence of the stage ballet at the Paris Opéra, emphasizing André Campra's opera-ballets. By the end of the century the opera had begun to overshadow the court as a noble gathering place to entertain a new audience of upper-class elite who, bored with the dreary atmosphere at court, found themselves freed as a result of the aging Louis's lack of interest. Cowart concludes her study by exploring the ‘operatic, proto-Enlightenment vision’ of Antoine Watteau who is believed to have worked at the Opéra as a set painter. The book is well documented and includes references to original French texts. It also includes helpful illustrations of fanciful costumes, lavish stage sets, allegorical figures, mythical paintings, and musical scores of the time. Cowart's study is of impressive scope and offers a rich synthesis that draws on a breadth of scholarship by musicologists, art historians, literary historians/theorists, and dance specialists. Her cross-disciplinary approach yields important insights into the field of seventeenth-century studies.
    
    
         
    


            
            




        


        


        

    








 
    

    
        
    
                
                    Issue Section:

                        Reviews
                


    



 
    

    
        
 
    


                    
                        You do not currently have access to this article.
                    

                

                
                    Download all slides
                

                    
         
    


                
    
        

 
    

    
         
    


                

            

        


            
                

    
        
    
        
            
                    Sign in


                    
                        [image: Information]
                        Get help with access
                    
            

        


            

            


        
    
            Personal account


    	Sign in with email/username & password
	Get email alerts
	Save searches
	Purchase content
	Activate your purchase/trial code



            
                    
                    Sign in
                    [image: Arrow]

                
                                    Register
            

    


    
    Institutional access


    	
            
                Sign in through your institution
                [image: Arrow]

            
        
	
                Sign in with a library card
                            Sign in with username/password
                              Recommend to your librarian
        


        Institutional account management

        Sign in as administrator



        



    

        Get help with access


        Institutional access


        
            Access to content on Oxford Academic is often provided through institutional subscriptions and purchases. If you are a member of an institution with an active account, you may be able to access content in one of the following ways:
        


        IP based access


        
            Typically, access is provided across an institutional network to a range of IP addresses. This authentication occurs automatically, and it is not possible to sign out of an IP authenticated account.
        


        Sign in through your institution


        
            Choose this option to get remote access when outside your institution. Shibboleth/Open Athens technology is used to provide single sign-on between your institutionâ€™s website and Oxford Academic.
        


        	Click Sign in through your institution.
	Select your institution from the list provided, which will take you to your institution's website to sign in.
	When on the institution site, please use the credentials provided by your institution. Do not use an Oxford Academic personal account.
	Following successful sign in, you will be returned to Oxford Academic.


        
            If your institution is not listed or you cannot sign in to your institutionâ€™s website, please contact your librarian or administrator.
        


        Sign in with a library card


        
            Enter your library card number to sign in. If you cannot sign in, please contact your librarian.
        


        Society Members


        
            Society member access to a journal is achieved in one of the following ways:
        


        Sign in through society site


        
            Many societies offer single sign-on between the society website and Oxford Academic. If you see â€˜Sign in through society siteâ€™ in the sign in pane within a journal:
        


        	Click Sign in through society site.
	When on the society site, please use the credentials provided by that society. Do not use an Oxford Academic personal account.
	Following successful sign in, you will be returned to Oxford Academic.



        
            If you do not have a society account or have forgotten your username or password, please contact your society.
        


        Sign in using a personal account


        
            Some societies use Oxford Academic personal accounts to provide access to their members. See below.
        


        Personal account


        
            A personal account can be used to get email alerts, save searches, purchase content, and activate subscriptions.
        

        
            Some societies use Oxford Academic personal accounts to provide access to their members.
        


        Viewing your signed in accounts


        
            Click the account icon in the top right to:
        


        	View your signed in personal account and access account management features.
	View the institutional accounts that are providing access.



        Signed in but can't access content


        
            Oxford Academic is home to a wide variety of products. The institutional subscription may not cover the content that you are trying to access. If you believe you should have access to that content, please contact your librarian.
        


        Institutional account management


        
            For librarians and administrators, your personal account also provides access to institutional account management. Here you will find options to view and activate subscriptions, manage institutional settings and access options, access usage statistics, and more.
        


    

    
        Close access help modal
    




    



 
    



    
            
        Purchase

            
                Subscription prices and ordering for this journal            
            
    
            
                Purchasing options for books and journals across Oxford Academic
            


            
                Short-term Access


                    
                        
                            To purchase short-term access, please sign in to your personal account above.
                        

                        
                            Don't already have a personal account? Register
                        

                    


                The Triumph of Pleasure: Louis XIV and the Politics of Spectacle - 24 Hours access
                
                        
                            EUR €51.00
                        

                        
                            GBP £44.00
                        

                        
                            USD $55.00
                        

                

                
            


    



    
        Rental

        
            
                [image: Read this now at DeepDyve]
            

            
                This article is also available for rental through DeepDyve.
            

        

    

 
    


                

            

    




    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    

 

    

 

    

    
        



        


    
            
                Citations

                    
    
        

 
    


                    

                            

                    
                Views

                
                    109

                

            

                    
                    Altmetric

                    
    
            
    

         
 
    


                    



            

                    
                
                    [image: Information]
                    More metrics information
                
            

    




                
                    




    
            Metrics


            
                
                    
                        Total Views
                        109
                    

                    
                        
                            82
                            Pageviews
                        

                        
                            27
                            PDF Downloads
                        

                                            

                

                Since 11/1/2016

            


            
            
                


                
                    	Month:	Total Views:
	November 2016	1
	February 2017	3
	March 2017	4
	April 2017	1
	May 2017	2
	July 2017	1
	August 2017	1
	September 2017	1
	October 2017	2
	November 2017	4
	January 2018	5
	March 2018	4
	April 2018	1
	May 2018	5
	August 2018	2
	September 2018	2
	November 2018	9
	December 2018	3
	January 2019	1
	February 2019	1
	March 2019	2
	April 2019	4
	May 2019	1
	October 2019	1
	December 2019	2
	February 2020	4
	March 2020	1
	May 2020	1
	June 2020	1
	July 2020	1
	September 2020	1
	October 2020	1
	December 2020	1
	January 2021	2
	February 2021	1
	March 2021	1
	April 2021	1
	May 2021	2
	June 2021	1
	October 2021	1
	November 2021	2
	February 2022	1
	March 2022	3
	April 2022	2
	October 2022	2
	November 2022	1
	January 2023	4
	March 2023	1
	May 2023	2
	October 2023	2
	January 2024	2
	February 2024	3
	March 2024	1


                

            



        
            Citations

                
    
        

 
    


                    Powered by Dimensions
                

                    



        
            Altmetrics

            

    
            
    

         
 
    

            

        






    

                        ×
                    

                

        


 
    

    
        
    
        Email alerts

                
                    Article activity alert
                

                
                    New issue alert
                

                    
                Receive exclusive offers and updates from Oxford Academic
            

        
            

            
                
            
        

    

 
    

    
            


 
    

    
        
    Citing articles via

    
                    
                Google Scholar
            

            


 
    

    
            	
                
                    Latest
                

            
	
                
                    Most Read
                

            
	
                
                    Most Cited
                

            


        






    




            
                    


    


    



        
Les Traductrices françaises de la Renaissance: ‘ethos’ et discours paratextuel (1521–1568). Par Pierre-Emmanuel Roy    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
The Cambridge Companion to Montesquieu. Edited by Keegan Callanan and Sharon R. Krause    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
The Zombie in Contemporary French Caribbean Fiction. By Lucy Swanson    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
Reimagining the Human in Contemporary French Science Fiction. By Christina Lord    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
Louis-Sébastien Mercier, Two Shakespeare Adaptations: ‘Le Vieillard et ses trois filles’ and ‘Timon d’Athènes’. Edited by Joseph Harris    



 






        
            
        






                    

            





        
        
        
        
        
 
    

    
            
        More from Oxford Academic

            
                Arts and Humanities
            


            
                Books
            

            
                Journals
            

    

 
    


    




    



    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    













                

            
    


        
        


        
            


    
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

                    
                close advertisement
            
    


 
    


    


    
            
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    


    



    



    	
    About French Studies

	
    Editorial Board

	
    Author Guidelines

	
    Contact the Society for French Studies

	
    Facebook


	
    Twitter

	
    Purchase

	
    Recommend to Your Library

	
    Advertising and Corporate Services

	
    Journals Career Network







        
            

    [image: French Studies]
                        


        
            	Online ISSN 1468-2931
	Print ISSN 0016-1128
	Copyright © 2024 Society for French Studies


        



    


 
    


    
        
    
        



    
    



	About Oxford Academic
	Publish journals with us
	University press partners
	What we publish
	New features 





	Authoring
	Open access
	Purchasing
	Institutional account management
	Rights and permissions





	Get help with access
	Accessibility
	Contact us
	Advertising
	Media enquiries





	Oxford University Press
	News
	Oxford Languages
	University of Oxford





Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford. It furthers the University's objective of excellence in research, scholarship, and education by publishing worldwide

[image: Oxford University Press]






	Copyright © 2024 Oxford University Press
	Cookie settings
	Cookie policy
	Privacy policy
	Legal notice










 
    


        

    

    

    


        








    



    
        
    

    Close




    
        

    

    Close






    
        This Feature Is Available To Subscribers Only

        Sign In or Create an Account

    

    Close




    This PDF is available to Subscribers Only

    View Article Abstract & Purchase Options
    
        For full access to this pdf, sign in to an existing account, or purchase an annual subscription.

    

    Close


 
    


    







    
    














    
    
    
        
            [image: Scholarly IQ]
        











    


    
    
    
    

    



    

    
    




    

    
            

 
    


    




        
    

